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URBAN CAMPUSES OF ITU: 
TASKISLA, GUMUSSUYU, MACKA.

This year’s graduation project focuses on the “Urban Campuses of ITU” 
and asks whether the campus landscape can stimulate a novel landscape 
approach to the city from ecological, social, and cultural perspectives.

The “urban” here refers to Istanbul’s old city center, representing a long 
history but standing still vibrant and carrying a high rhythm of urban 
life today. Although it has various thematic regions differing from each 
other, these regions gene- rate a unique identity in terms of spatial quality.

“ITU” with its lengthy historical background, almost tracing 250 years, 
is one of the world’s oldest technical universities. Acting as a cradle of 
education, culture, innovation, and progression is the first technical 
university in Turkey. While it has got such a leading role, its “urban 
campuses” are also significant with their rich and dynamic pasts.
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“Urban campuses have unique 
planning and design challenges 
when it comes to creating a sense of 
place.” (Bacevice & Bennet, 2018).

“With the growth of urban campuses 
in the twenty-first century, how can 
landscape architecture foster the 
innovation associated with cities 
and urban neighbourhoods? How 
might the urban university campus 
become the creative hub imagined 
by urban designers and thinkers?” 
(Way, 2016).

Besides their architectural and 
landscape settings, these campu- 
ses reflect the city’s history with the 
tasks they have undertaken during 
various periods, together with the 
milestone events and people they 
have contacted. Surroundings 
of these campuses engorge 
themselves on and bring about a 

multilayered landscape involving 
the regalian, political, multicultu- 
ral, prestigious, educational, social, 
vernacular, natural, and recreational 
layers besides the manyo thers. In 
such a complex setting, it is expected 
from graduation candidates to 
discover the problems within site 
by elaborating the qualitative and 
quantitative aspects while putting 
the urban campuses at the heart 
of their design proposals. 2020-
21 Spring Semester Landscape 
Architecture Graduation Project 
invites students to discuss and de- 
velop innovative design proposals 
to generate a creative interplay 
between the varying layers and 
the people of such an educational 
landscape.

From Beşiktaş to Harbiye, the 
project area encompassing all 
three campuses corresponds to 
a multilayered region in Istanbul. 
The campus buildings served 
primarily for military purposes 

as hospitals or barracks hence 
first-degree conservation status. 
The surrounding area includes 
lots of constructions from the 
Ottoman to Early Republic Period, 
as they happened to be at risk of 
disappearance due to earthquakes 
happening dramatically in Is- 
tanbul. Because of physical and 
social factors, the area is open to 
risks caused by anthropogenic 
and natural factors. The site also 
consists of industrial history with the 
structures like ‘gashouse.’ The sta- 
dium, together with the different 
sports fields in the campuses, 
contributes a sport layer in the area.
Since the site has an extreme 
topography, from the sea level to 80 
meters, it is open to the Bosphorus 
and panoramic views. This topog- 
raphy has a dominant impact 
on transportation. Therefore, 
the mobilization between two 
campuses can is possible by cable 
car, which can be the one significant 
example in the world.
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ITU Gümüşsuyu Campus consists of 
Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, 
Faculty of Textile Technologies and 
Design, Gümüşsuyu Sports Center, 
Gümüşsuyu Dormitories with a 
capacity of 286 people. Campus 
locates on the Gümüşsuyu Street in 
the axis of Taksim- Beşiktaş.

ITU Maçka Campus, located on the 
Beşiktaş Nişantaşı axes, includes 
the Faculty of Management, English 
Preparatory School, Language and 
Revolution History Department, 
Turkish Music Conservatory, 
ITU Foundation offices, and ITU 
Social Facilities (ITU Faculty of 
Management, 2021).

Today, the Faculty of Architecture 
includes five undergraduate 
programs: Architecture, Landscape 
Architecture, Urban and Regional 
Planning, Interior Architecture, 
and Industrial Design. Taşkışla was 
registered on May 14 of 1983 as 
“Cultural Property to be Preserved 
at First Degree” (ITU Faculty of 
Architecture, 2014).

GRADUATION PROJECT SITE
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GRADUATION PROJECT JURY
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The Urban Laboratory Project, 
which has been implemented 
within the scope of university and 
city interaction, is supervised and 
managed by the University and 
Local Administrations. The Urban 
Laboratory Project is located in the 
area at the intersection of the three 
city campuses of Istanbul Technical 
University. With innovative, inclusive, 
participatory, resilient, ecological 
and flexible design approaches, the 
most appropriate environmental, 
social and economic strategies are 
developed for the multi-layered 
structure of the region and the 
project. This proposed project 
consists of 10 basic concept parts. 
These 10 regions, which consist of 
meeting, enterprise, incubation, 
production, experience, exhibition, 
education, activity, rest and green 
themes, make use of the university’s 
opportunities and produce scientific 
solutions to the problems of the 
city. Every segment of the society 
is included in the project and 
participatory processes are followed 
in the solution of urban problems. 
Experts in their field, entrepreneurs, 
students, city residents, 
administrative segments, etc. 
groups come together to prepare 
studies that determine the future of 
the city and set our standards in the 

Gizem Yağmur Gölbaşı

URBAN 
LABORATORY

01

*Equivalent Prize of the 9th 
Landscape Architecture Students 
Graduation Project Awards/
Chamber of Landscape Architects



ITU | LA studio report | Graduation Project 11

international scientific arena. In the 
process of dissemination of these 
studies, the city council, mobile 
application, social media accounts, 
ITU Radio and the developed 
website are used. The region studied 
within the scope of the project has 
historical and urban site status. 
Maçka Democracy Park, located at 
the center of three campuses, has 
an important ecological potential as 
the largest green area in the region. 
It is aimed that the spatial strategies 

and solutions developed in this 
context are sensitive to the sensitive 
nature of the region.

The Patch-Corridor-Matrix model 
was used with the problems 
determined at 1/2000 scale and 
suggested solutions through this 
concept study. The determined 
method and concept work was 
adhered to at 1/500 scale and 
1/200 scale. In the 1/500 plan, the 
focus is on the Taskısla Campus, the 

urban gap between the campuses, 
the Gumussuyu Campus and the 
Ataturk Library. In the 1/200 plan, 
Taskısla Campus was taken as the 
center and environment-friendly 
co-working areas were developed 
in and around Taskısla. The project 
was supported with spaces where 
people from all walks of life can 
socialize and become a part of 
the Urban Laboratory, as well as 
common working areas.
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The Urban Laboratory is an 
organization that creates interaction 
between the university and the 
city and produces mutual solutions 
to urban problems by taking 

advantage of the potentials of both 
parties. It is a city infrastructure that 
brings together all the stakeholders 
of the city and the university and 
produces projects with participatory 
methods. This collective initiative, 
which deals with the paradigms of 
the cities we live in, has a system 
that encourages people in terms 
of productivity, brings together 

entrepreneurs with similar goals, 
and rewards the efforts by bringing 
together successful ideas with angel 
investors. The fact that education 
and production go beyond the walls 
and spread into the city and meet 
with other people in the city will 
enable science to be tested more 
easily and to progress in connection 
with social life.

01 URBAN LABORATORY
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The ITU URBAN LABORATORY 
Project, which will be implemented 
within the framework of the 
cooperation of Istanbul Technical 
University and Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality, will provide solutions 
to the problems in the city while 
hosting the scientific information 
to be produced within the scope of 

the university. The contribution of 
other universities to the studies and 
the publication of the productions 
realized in the city laboratory on a 
national and international scale will 
bring solutions to urban problems 
in a global sense. In this way, social 
relations will be strengthened, 
development and city-oriented 

people will have the opportunity 
to come together, and the level of 
welfare and education in the city 
will increase. All segments of society 
will come together and produce rich 
content.

01 URBAN LABORATORY
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The Urban Laboratory, which 
was developed to strengthen 
the interaction between the 
university and the city, to benefit 
from the existing potentials and 
to produce scientific solutions 
to urban problems, will be the 
center of innovative ideas and 
processes. It will seek answers to 

complex urban problems through 
innovative collaborations. In this 
process, the history and culture 
of the city, its infrastructure, the 
young and dynamic population of 
the universities and their science-
oriented power will be utilized.
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01 URBAN LABORATORY
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01 URBAN LABORATORY
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01 URBAN LABORATORY
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Re_Connect project, local urban 
area solutions are created, 
strengthening the locations of the 
campuses and at the same time 
hosting solutions and sources 
of inspiration to global climate 
problems. With the increasing 
student population over time, the 
sense of integrity and belonging to 
the environment among students 
has decreased. At the origin of the 
word re-connect, the cooperation 
and interdisciplinary process of the 
students continued in the education 
process, which was given under 
a single roof in the early days of 
education systems. Today, with the 
increasing student population and 
the introduction of the concept 
of campus, the interdisciplinary 
process is decreasing and it is 
getting way. The project is aimed to 
connect the sense of togetherness 
and cooperation again through 
cycles.

It is aimed to contribute to city life 
by creating a framework for the 
changing environment and people. 
The project uses co-creation, 
ownership as well as the social 
diversity of the community and 
region as a strength. It contributes 
to the special spirit of the region by
contributing to the nature of the 

Ezgi Akpınar

RE_CONNECT

02

city, strengthening biodiversity. 
Taşkışla, Maçka and Gümüşsuyu, 
which are the city campuses of 
Istanbul Technical University (ITU), 
encourage reconnection with each 
other and with other systems.

The aim of the project is not only to 
make suggestions for ITU campuses, 
but also to make an impact on 
its environment. In this context, 
this process was supported by 

making arrangements to support 
my cycles. These are transport, 
flow, green system, blue system, 
activities and innovation system. 
By combining circulation and 
activities, connections were made 
between the three campuses. While 
choosing my activities, it has been 
selected according to the 6 main 
tools determined before and it has 
been ensured that the environment 
eaches the user at the highest level.

*Equivalent Prize of the 9th 
Landscape Architecture Students 
Graduation Project Awards/
Chamber of Landscape Architects
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02 RE_CONNECT
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02 RE_CONNECT
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There are cycles at the starting 
point of the project. These cycles 
are connected by the effect of 
adhesion and cohesion. Cohesion 
binds the same substances and 
adhesion binds different substances 
together. 3 cycles have been created 
for a sustainable campus; they are 
hydrological, social and biological. 

These cycles are connected 
according to the concept of 
adhesion and cohesion.

Looking at the main tools, it has 
been designed in accordance with 
the field as a result of sustainable 
campus principles. 6 of these 
main tools are determined; nature 

harmony with climatic solutions, 
links, corridors, campuses being 
drivers for Istanbul ecosystems, 
unifying ower, synergy with ITU 
and other school ecosystems. As 
it descends to the lower layers in 
biological, hydrological and social 
cycles, different points in landscape 
planning are explored.

02 RE_CONNECT
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Within the scope of the project, 
Bahtin’s concept of Carnivalesque 
was taken into consideration.
With Micheal Bahtin’s concepts of 
carnivalesque and carnivalization, 
a new mirror was tried to be
shed on the city and the city’s 
association with universities. As 
it is known, carnival is formed by
the gathering of a large number of 
people from different segments 
in certain periods. It is removed
from the ordinary course of daily 
life. When we look back in the 
perspective of the definition of
carnival, we can have the 
chance to examine the events of 
September 6, 7, 1995 in a different
context. To summarize, September 
6-7 is the looting of the houses 
and workplaces of people of
Greek origin living in Taksim. 
Although this problem is related to 
the Cyprus issue, it is known that
the people who participated in 
this destructive action are mostly 
young university students. At this
point, the important question 
should be where this influence 
comes from on young people. Of

İrem Güvenç

CARNIVALESQUE

03

course, the media. This is where 
carnivalization comes into play. 
Looking from today, a number of
painful events are told quite 
heroically to the student groups of 
that period. Being an observer is
also important at this point. 

Observers can notice the 
absurdities more easily.
In this context, design strategies have 
been constructed from monologue 
spaces to dialogue spaces.
But it should be noted that the 
relationship between monologue 
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and dialogue is not linear but
circular. EA is a cellular design 
model in which different spaces 
create a dialogue with various
border elements. EA plants were 
created with spaces on them. 
These spaces are places where

participants can plant vertically. 
This is a futuristic reflection of 
an ancient Far Eastern belief. In
this belief, a person makes a hole in 
the tree and whispers his secrets. 
Then it fills this gap with soil.
Over time, a new cosmos balance 

is formed here for many living 
things. And it starts to sprout.
However, it should be known 
that all the cosmos that are 
formed go towards chaos.
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According to the Turkish Language 
Association; faculties, institutes, 
colleges, etc., which have scientific 
autonomy and public legal 
personality, and which conduct 
high-level education, training, 
scientific research and publication. 
Universities, which are defined 

as educational institutions and 
darülfünun, are in contact with the 
city from the largest units to the 
smallest units of the city. Even if 
the form, characteristics or qualities 
of this communication change, its 
existence remains. The mentioned 
communication is available to 

be explained and explained with 
Bahtin’s carnivalesque definition. 
Universities are places where issues, 
topics, and interpretations carnival. 
However, it is necessary not to 
characterize this carnivalization as 
only positive or only negative. There 
is a very appropriate and concise 

03 CARNIVALESQUE
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definition of carnivalization in the 
article named “Carnivalesque theory 
and its reflections on the Instagram 
environment”.Carnival is the stage 
where people from many walks 
of life come together at certain 
times of the year, and individuals 
communicate in a different way, 

in a half-real, half-play, against the 
entire hierarchical order of life. The 
carnival environment indicates an 
unusual, upside down world order 
realized by moving away from the 
course of ordinary life. Carnival 
requires attendance and cannot be 
viewed from the outside. There is 

no difference between audience 
and participant. Due to the laws 
developed by the carnival, everyone 
leads a carnivalesque life during the 
carnival.
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03 CARNIVALESQUE
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The project aims to rethink the 
way universities should adapt to 
our century in terms of planning, 
learning and infrastructure. It’s 
strategy is for both on and off campus 
development by more efficient use 
of land through increasing densities 
and a mix of land uses for the future 
ecological and social challenges. 
To maintain this development the 
general information about our 
urban campuses has been collected 
with the result that it can be seen 
that the campuses mainly lack the 
management systems. Since these 
management systems are critical 
during an emergency situation this 
project aims to focus on the issue 
that campuses can have a potential 
power when it comes to control 
the programs with and without an 
emergency. These possible major 
disasters present communities 
with an extraordinary challenge. 
While a lot can be done to prepare 
a city’s response, our campuses 
have the leading role. ITU can 
most effectively contribute to the 
recovery with it’s logistics ability 
to provide the essential goods 
during an emergency. With this 
project, based on the relationship 
between universities and the city, 
a landscape design setup has been 
developed by considering what 
kind of responsibilities the ITU urban 
campuses should take during any
disaster.

Ece Özetlerer

RESILIENT CITY 

04
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04 RESILIENT CITY
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With the growth of urban campuses 
in the twenty-first century, 
landscape architecture can provide 
planning, learning and infrastructure 
associated with cities and urban 
neighbourhoods. ITU urban campus 
model can become the creative hub 
while taking a substantial part of the 
management of disasters. Natural 
disasters, especially earthquakes, 
which are an important problem in 
Istanbul today, should be brought 
to the fore.  The university–city 
relationship is shifting in line with 
universities’ involvement in public 

service beyond teaching and 
research, as well as cities’ reliance on 
networks rather than enclosure to 
enhance urban competitiveness. At 
the municipal level, urban university 
campuses are frequently de-
urbanized in order to fulfill the larger 
urban need. Based on this idea, the 
foundations were laid to reveal 
the potential of  ITU campuses to 
contribute to urban evelopment. 
However, there is a shortage of focus 
on the dynamics of university–city 
interaction, despite the fact that 
university–city interactions in the 

information society are totally 
different from those of the past. 
Universities have evolved from 
being primarily educational and 
research organizations to include 
public service as a third goal. Based 
on this situation, it can be said that 
ITU campuses can be a service 
source. The purpose of using service 
here is that in case of an emergency, 
design decisions will be taken 
accordingly, since ITU campuses and 
especially Taşkışla campus have a lot 
of potential in terms of logistics.
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04 RESILIENT CITY
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