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studıo
landscape fundamentals

The Project III studio introduces students to the fundamental elements of landscape 

design at the scale of public space. The studio investigates landscape design methods 

and approaches, based on morphological, experiential and visual, to develop spatial 

landscape setting with diverse programs and functions. The studio helps students to 

develop spatial literacy, ability to represent landscape and critical design thinking. The 

objective of this studio is to gain an understanding of the design process and hybrid 

solutions to common conceptual design problems. The 14 week studio program is 

accompanied by three common workshops and seminars that are organized within an 

interdisciplinary perspective by the active involvement of instructors and students from 

urban and regional planning and architecture departments to create an interactive studio 

environment.

NEW HORIZONS

The perception of landscape architecture changes the shape of our living environments. 

Cities or rural lands, they are all reflections of cultural and ecological changes through 

land, vegetation, water, natural and constructed environment. This studio discusses the 

fundamental design approaches while focusing on the observer and the outer user profile. 

The studio will be conducted under two main modules “Realizing the Future on Mars” and 

“Future of Landscape in Historical Reality”.  

0101
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modulE ı

modulE ıı

COMMON MODULE 

HALIÇ-FUTURE OF LANDSCAPE IN HISTORICAL 

REALITY

CONTEMPORARY AGENDA

REALIZING THE FUTURE ON MARS

NEW HORIZONS0202
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MODULE I
REALIZING THE FUTURE ON MARS

REALIZING THE FUTURE ON MARS

In the context of the first module, students will be dealing with the complexities of the site to develop design ideas based on the local 

context of the planet Mars. Mars is the most earth-like alien planet in our solar system and facing space exploration in near future. This 

class will let students study and analyze the environment of this alien planet and will let them select the perfect landing spot for the first 

expedition team. 

The class will give students conditions such as the payload of the rocket, the number of members in the expedition team, the period of 

the expedition and necessary supplies, etc. Students will be able to use Google Mars-like online service to investigate. 

With this module work, students will be able to train how to study and analyze a large-scale site with the perspective of designers. 

Additionally, there will be no field trip.  
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irem karabulutlu

felıcıs

Jezero crater the landing site of the mars, as it may have 

looked billions of years go on mars, when it was a lake. An 

inlet and outlet are also visible on either side of the lake.

A key objective for mission on mars is astrobiology, 

including the search for signs of ancient microbial life. 

The rovers will characterize the planet’s geology and 

past climate, pave the way for human exploration of the 

red planet, and be the first mission to collect and cache 

martian rock and regolith (broken rock and dust)

After the team that went to investigate, when the necessary 

conditions are met, new teams will continue to be sent for 

mars colonization.

First term: 6 years

Mission deadline: until death
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AS GRAVITY IS REDUCED TO ALMOST ZERO, THE SIZE OF THE HEART SHRINKS AND THIS CAN REDUCE HUMAN 

PERFORMANCE. DUE TO THE CHANGE IN BLOOD PRESSURE, ASTRONAUTS MAY EXPERIENCE DIZZINESS, HEADACHE, 

FATIGUE, ANXIETY AND HEART PALPITATIONS

ASTRONAUTS NEED TO DO STRONG AEROBIC AND STRENGTH TRAINING EXERCISES IN ORDER TO COPE WITH THESE 

PROBLEMS AND INCREASE THEIR ENDURANCE AND BLOOD VOLUME. 

AFTER LANDING ON MARS, THEY NEED TO BE ACCUSTOMED TO GRAVITY SLOWLY IN ORDER TO ADAPT. VISUAL 

DISTURBANCES OCCUR DUE TO THE INCREASE IN PRESSURE IN THE SKULL. AN ENVIRONMENT EQUIPPED WITH 

ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY TO PREVENT THIS PRESSURE INCREASE IS THE RECOMMENDED PRIMARY MEASURE TO REDUCE 

POTENTIAL PERMANENT VISUAL IMPAIRMENT. 
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ALMİRA ENDİCAN

HABITAGALE

Gale Crater is potentially great place to be explored and 

habitated by the Martians. It has mountained layered of 

materials could be observed which is called Mount Sharp, 

about 5 km at height. Layers of the Mountain could give 

us a hint about the history of the Red Planet. Based on the 

height, there are different materials exposed. The bottom 

layers consist of clay minerals.Above them, there are sulfur 

and oxygen bearing minerals exist (NASA,n.d).

Gale Crater’s diameter is about 150 km. It is predicted that, 

crater is about 3.5 million to 3.8 million years old. This also 

makes the crater interesting place to be explored (Mars 

Odyssey Themis, n.d).

According to scientists, potential of the water’s existence 

makes the area very favorable area. This also creates the 

possiblity of microbial life (Mars Odyssey Themis, n.d).

On September 26, 2013, NASA scientists reported that 

Curiosity detected “abundant, easily accessible” water (1.5 

to 3 weight percent) in soil samples at the Rocknest region 

of Aeolis Palus in Gale. This is a favorable situation for 

future Martians. Since Gale Crater is located in Equatorial 

climate zone, this makes the crater human friendly.
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Why Gale Crater?

In order to create a sustainable life on Mars, factors such as radiation, water and air temperature must be taken into 

account.

Gale Crater is an area that has potential in terms of these factors and is one of the focal points of NASA. The fact that 

it is located in the Northern Hemisphere, its proximity to other potentially habitable areas, and the presence of a lake 

in the past are also

important factors affecting the selection.

Since the basic and most important priority of this design is safety, the desire to avoid unknown factors and dangers, 

thanks to many researches and data found on Gale Crater, also influenced the decision of Gale Crater.
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ÖZGE Naz güler

A NEW HOME

The pit for landing and settlement site is it takes place in the 

northwest of The Gale Crater.To land depth has important 

advantages for thespaceship’s more atmosphere above. 

The landing site must be safe and lat surface to land, low 

altitudes are better since we will have more tmosphere 

above us. Near Equator can be preferred for solar power 

to get more sunlight and moderate temprature. 
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BEYZA NUR ÖZTÜRK

COLONIZING MARS

IF WE DESTROY THE EARTH AS HUMANS, PERHAPS 

WE IGHT END UP LIVING UNDERGROUND ON A 

PLANET.
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ayşenur eraslan

MARS
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nergis şenkaya

cırtrıo colonı

Why Mars

Mars know as the similarty with the earth. Mars has 

waters, dry ices which are importnt for live. Mars also 

has minerald soils and different soil types that maybe 

enables to grove plant. But Mars has really huge 

radiontion affect that makes people cancer or die. 

Also Mars was really cold planet that human can not 

stay at outside without special cloth and Mars does 

not have enough 02 to breath. 

So, How we can find the best place to live?

In Mars;

We need to find water or ice water for our life. Also we need energy for electric and machines. We need places that 

which can carry our foods and water. We need greenhouses to produce O2 and later we can grove another plants 

and creater our organic foods. Finally and most important thing is we need a place to be our home...
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rümeysa yapar

deep ın mars
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MODULE II
REALIZING THE FUTURE ON MARS

FUTURE OF LANDSCAPE IN HISTORICAL REALITY 

The second module of the studio includes development of design ideas with respect to preliminary investigation of the site.  With this 

perspective the main goal of the second module is to develop small scale design interventions which are going to be attached to the 

existing spatial setting of the Haliç. The rich historical background of this unique estuary and ecological structure of the landscape will be 

scrutinized in this module. Site specific design regarding these cultural settings, geographical context and topography will be expected 

from students. 

The design proposals will be developed for the sites which will be chosen by students in the light of their individual assessments. The 

potentials of the land, topographical advantages, vista points, natural setting, usage behavior, existing spatial layout, historic and cultural 

characteristics will be leading parameters for site selections.

The decisions on landscape design, the location, spatiality, materiality, structural composition and its relation to topography will be 

precisely defined by the student.

Following issues should be answered with landscape representation techniques (plans, sections, drawings, axons, isometrics, photo 

collages, models).

The main purpose, and context of design,

The correlation of the design idea with human and nature, 

The unseen historical walls of the city and their relation with public spaces,

The coastal landscape and public usage,

The landmarks in the urban context,

The silhouette of the urban fabric. 

Finally, what is your contribution to this valuable landscape with your design.



31ITU | LA studio report20-21 fall TES III



32 ITU | LA studio report 20-21 fallTES III

NERGİS SENKAYACOSTA VERDE
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IREMNUR ALACA

an ıstanbul story:
dıvan yolu
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TUGBA KURTA NEW HALİÇ
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COMMON MODULEREALIZING THE FUTURE ON 
MARS

COMMON MODULE 

Contemporary Agenda | Observing emerging environmental issues with design  

This common module will be held within Project III of the Foundation Studio for three studio meetings of the Fall semester of the 2019-

2020 academic year. The activities of Common Module– Contemporary Agenda are designed to bring an approach towards the definition 

and perception of “ecological issues”, “environmental change” and the “virtual design” in the disciplines including urban and regional 

planning, and landscape architecture. These topics include Climate change, International migration, Smart city, Eco-city, Universal 

design, Foot security, Virtual landscape, etc. 

Altogether, the instructors will provide a learning environment for students from these departments. Attendees will work on common 

design problems, be expected to apply the knowledge and use the skills acquired via their respective experiences of their previous and 

current semesters.
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