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Action defines place. 2020 was a year that makes the whole world understand 

the value of open  spaces. Also it became a critical year which makes us revise 

the ways that we use them. The  relations between home and open spaces 

re-transformed. Especially the tiny green areas,  shadows of the trees and 

city gaps which we used to glance at and ignore in the dense urban  fabric, 

gained importance. Furthermore, we re-discovered our doorstep, our street and  

neighborhood. The way we use place, adapted to the “New Normal” while the 

new normal caused  the re-arise of old in new forms. “New Old”. We tied a rope 

to our baskets and dangled it to shop  from supermarkets instead of local shops. 

With the portable chairs, we started to use the streets  and get to know our 

neighbors. Neighborliness, street culture and experience of the  neighborhood 

came back but in different forms. Places are the same yet our acts are different. 

In  this context, the main axis of 2020-21 Academic Year, Landscape Architecture 

Project 2 Studio is  re-examination of the relation between action and place in 

respect to contemporary  circumstances through the unit of neighborhood.  

The main aim of the studio is to search for the ways to form open space designs and living  

spaces with high adaptation skills by examining Selimiye and Salacak Neighborhoods 

which are  in one of the oldest settlements of İstanbul, Üsküdar, through the context and 

memory of “place”  also through the relation between action-place and “new-old” term. 

Rethinking of Neighbourhood Landscape

NEW NORMAL NEW OLD
SELİMİYE & SALACAK01
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By creating joints-regions 

where people can co-exist, to 

be able to take  effective actions 

in these areas, to interact with 

each other, nature, animals and 

their physical environment, 

collaboration and collective 

production to allow; Thus, by 

enabling them to obtain these 

production (sharing) outputs 

and increasing the interactions 

between them, providing 

the potential to support the 

phenomenon of “localness” 

(‘mahallelilik’) formed the basis 

of my project

Merve dilara ezer

co-NO
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The system that I have created with the joint regions I have identified in my upper-scale approach will be a system that 

connects the open areas that already exist in Salacak and Selimiye neighborhoods (Uskudar) in our project area, and this 

system is just like the function of the skeletal system in the human body, will support the co-existence phenomenon with 

the neighborhood life here.
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I chose the region number 2 from the joint regions that the upper scale system I created. This joint area consisted of two 

small and one large areas, namely the courtyard of the Imrahor Mosque, the little square opposite and Abdulvahab Park; I 

named this joint region as ‘atmospheric time travel joint’ due to the historical atmosphere it contains.

In addition to the functions such as meeting, resting, chatting and Friday prayer in the courtyard of Imrahor Mosque and 

the little square opposite, I wanted to create a space where the Divan Literature Association, located opposite it, can hold 

speeches and conferences. In this direction, today, from the situation where they are closed to each other with walls and 

there is little access and interaction between them; I wanted to make it more open and coworking in terms of both access 

and interaction, and I shaped my design in this direction.
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In Abdulvahab Park, on the other hand, in my 

observations and analyzes, I discovered that 

this area is inclined but the area cannot be used 

effectively. I also learned that festivals and 

celebrations were held in this park in the past, 

and. In this direction, I created an amphitheater 

by terracing the sloping surface at the top and 

designed the parts where the terraces continue 

as vegetation terraces. On the other hand, I 

designed the middle part as an area with hard 

surfaces and semi-permeable (wide grass joints) 

hard surfaces that can allow festivals and events 

to be held, and which can allow activities such as 

games and sports in normal times.
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The main purpose of the project 

has been to create spaces 

that describe and convey the 

social and ecological memory 

of the city, and to design open 

spaces that can relate to the 

new normals of the cities in 

this context. The concept of 

MEMSTORY, which emphasizes 

the history of the city and 

establishes the relationship 

between the past and the 

future, was reached as the 

name of the project and as

a supreme concept.

NURAN KUL

MEMSTORY

In the analysis made, the areas with city traces, especially the monumental trees in 

the neighborhoods, were classified in the upper scale. Then, in order to establish 

a green connection in the city by reading the relations between urban open 

spaces; The more efficient use of the areas with historical traces and the sense of 

belonging in the city, making the open spaces more useful after the new normal, 

and the creation 

of usable and 

accessible areas that 

are integrated with 

the values of the 

city in the inactive 

green areas and 

idle areas, the green 

connection between 

the cliffs in the city 

and the Karacaahmet 

c e m e t e r y 

neighborhood-scale 

suggestions such as 

strengthening it. In 

this context, İmrahor 

square, Ayazma Park 

and Ayazma square 

were selected for the

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

project
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This classification is to 

compare the fields to a 

nerve cell, each of which 

has a separate name, 

considering that a seed 

is likened to a gene and 

memory is transferred over 

the seed. 
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I decided to create a cultural 

route by using local identity 

perception, green continuity 

and binding cultural elements. 

In order to determine the lines 

of the route, I overlapped my 

analysis with each other, I 

came across two lines, primary 

route and secondary route. 

I aimed to make it easier to 

understand the past-present-

future of local memory by 

dividing the primary route into 

5 different zones (remembering 

the memory-feeling the 

memory-experiencing the 

memory-adding new stories 

to the memory-preserving the 

memory).

İrem nur yener

N-ormal route
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the neighborhood culture has changed over time, but these changes are not reflected in the events and movements in our 

memories, but in our vehicles and spaces over time. While the users of these spaces leave a mark in that space, they also 

take place in the memory of the space. But today, local memory has begun to degenerate and be forgotten.

In the green area analysis, it was observed that the green areas scattered within the neighborhood texture were insufficient 

and undefined. The limited amount of green areas spread into the neighborhood texture do not form integrity with each 

other.
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I wanted to focus on the Imrahor mosque and Abdulvahap Yıldırım park part of these design ideas I made on a higher 

scale. Abdulvahap Yıldırım Park is an urban park located on the primary route and currently used by the residents of the 

neighborhood. In the design here, it is aimed to bring the 5 tea festival, which was previously held in this park, to revitalize 

the local memory and to ensure that the park responds more to the needs of the residents and at the same time to be used 

more efficiently during the pandemic process.
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Imrahor mosque and the fountains around the mosque are structures that have a unique historical texture and have a 

refreshing effect on memory. In order to ensure that the residents of the neighborhood living here can easily watch these 

textures, the empty space opposite the mosque was designed as a “Watching Area”, and the area containing the historical 

texture was designed as a “Watched Area”.
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The coexistence of historical, 

ecological and social culture 

symbolizes the intertwined 

unity of the elements of this 

region. Such analyzes have led 

the project from the concept of 

“knitting” to understanding the 

space and making suggestions. 

Within the scope of the project, 

the working area of Üsküdar 

and Salacak neighborhoods 

was primarily analyzed 

with three types of knitting 

concepts: structural, natural 

and social. 

KÜBRANUR AKKABAK

cre-actıvıty / prod-activity
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The structural mesh here consists of historical mosques and fountains, 

neighborhood streets and the later filled beach structure. However, it consists 

of passive green areas such as cliffs and cemeteries and parks within the natural 

weave within the study area. 
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The structural mesh here consists of historical mosques and fountains, neighborhood streets and the later filled beach 

structure. However, it consists of passive green areas such as cliffs and cemeteries and parks within the natural weave within 

the study area. The third element of the general knitting that connects these two knitting typologies with each other and 

that will form the pattern is the social knitting, which depends on individual and social identity, cultural existence and social 

memory. The association of these three knitting concepts with each other will create a pattern and create a green system. 

The proposed green system will not be separated from structural and social elements. Primarily, the green balls, which 

will be important parts of the green system, were determined within the scope of the project of the Üsküdar and Salacak 

neighborhood. These green balls were divided into three different typologies and sub-functions were assigned to them.

As a result of the analysis, the neighborhood axis, which emerged depending on the density of all three knitting typologies, 

was determined as the green backbone. This backbone is intended to be the main green corridor and to strengthen the 

ecological side of the neighborhood. 
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Later, it was aimed to strengthen the memory of spaces in various aspects such as ecological and social by assigning 

potential spaces on this backbone, sub-functions to these spaces. By determining the spatial equivalents of these knitting 

concepts on the neighborhood, the basic points of the design were determined. These points, where three different mesh 

networks intersect, were considered as potential locations. Afterwards, detailed analyzes of these points were made and 

the main purpose was determined as strengthening the potentials and solving

the problems. Four regions were considered at intermediate scale. These are Ayazma Mosque, Ayazma Park, Tulumbacılar 

Park and Imrahor Square. The use of Ayazma Mosque as a square as a result of detailed examinations and elevation 

solutions and the feeling of the Ottoman neighborhood culture with water and herbal design elements, planting design and 

characterization with urban furniture in the context of the cultural landscape of Ayazma Park with the ruins of a historical 

bath, Tulumbacılar Park’s sports activities and children’s games designs were developed to strengthen the connection with 

the garden on the side of Imrahor Square and to establish public markets in the square at various times.
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Mapping

Plandrawing from perspective images

addıTıonal studıes02
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Students are asked to select 

projects from given projects 

and draw their plans and 

section by examining real life 

photographs. 

By doing so it is aimed to 

improve the understanding of 

relations between different 

representations. 

AYŞENUR AZBAY
NURAN KUL

KÜBRANUR AKKABAK
SALİHA AYDOĞAR

SALİHA AYDOĞAR

Nuran kul
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KÜBRANUR AKKABAK

AYŞENUR AZBAY
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Students are asked to select 

projects from given projects 

and draw their plans and 

section by examining real life 

photographs. 

By doing so it is aimed to 

improve the understanding of 

relations between different 

representations. 

AYŞENUR AZBAY
NURAN KUL

KÜBRANUR AKKABAK
SALİHA AYDOĞAR
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