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LANDSCAPE DEMOGRACY:
TAKSIM

‘Landscape contextualizes democracy. Public space and parks represent the locus for the daily, Everyday
performance of democracy; these are places where democracy could be learned and practiced in the long run
As the landscape is the quintessential cultural construct, it becomes the ideal vessel for the values and beliefs
of residents. It is both the outcome of social processes and a structuring element for new processes of social
construction” ( Makzhoumi, 2019).

Taksimis a unique platform whose value as the landscape is difficult to calculate in spatial, political, and aesthetic
terms. Taksim Square and Gezi Park coexist in the middle of a very dense urban matrix. Even though their physical
properties are distinct, this duality constructs an interdependence of functions and complexity of discourses and
actions. The richness of relationships between nature and artifice and the plurality of uses in such a vast urban
space makes this landscape the most vibrant area in Istanbul.

The purpose of this project is to elaborate on how Taksim Square and Gezi Park go beyond being a "social and
political green” and adapt well to changing social needs over time. More specifically, the project seeks design
alternatives that will work as incubators of cultural co-habitation and self-organization. It requires spatial and
infrastructural improvement proposals to trigger a more comprehensive social and physical change in the area
Finally, the project expects the students to develop a democratic landscape change process facilitated by a
sustainable landscape and urban design. Even though the emphasis is on landscape democracy, the students
should also question public space in the Covid-19 outbreak days when social distancing has become daily life
Students should respond for a post-Covid-19 era.



TAKSIM ENCOUNTERS
MEHMET BULUT

Taksim Encounters, with
the process-based design
phylosophy, pushes the
boundaries of landscape
design concept through the
pursuit of a new approach of
open publicity in a such urban
environment  like  Taksim.
Having the aim of integration of
intangible and tangible design

interventions,
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Taksim Encounters seeks for the coupling of digital and physical conditions on the urban space to achieve a much more
consolidated public use of the space. Further, this integrity generates an engaging democratic frame for the sake of the
urban use to intensify the historical and socia-cultural context of the Taksim Square, Gezi Park and the close vicinity in a
whole. Also, the overlapping layers of this landscape design approach, associates the ecological, physical and contextual
components of the area. Having benefit from the inter-related urban pieces, Cumhuriyet Street, Gezi Park, Taksim Municipal
Garden, Republic Square, Maksem, Underground Level and Ataturk Cultural Center have been treated as the common
ingredients of the whole urban environment; have been combined under the roof of urban democracy and coupled with the

open use design approach -Loci- to extend the conceptuality of the urban design and landscape system.
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Cumbhuriyet Street
ic Corridor

Aroused from The Historical Traces

Gezi Park Centre Lawn
A Gentric Public Carpet for Exchange of Public Programs
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To achieve all of these abstract approaches on the site, the axis of the Cumhuriyet Street has been strengthen through
regenerating the immemorial traces of the historical plane trees and transformed into a navigating and healthy urban
corridor with the water management and bio-swale strategies. Gezi Park has been transformed from its monumentalized
and frozen status into a much more vivid and welcoming alive public park through reorganizing its spatialty, constitution of
the open-use Locis and the Taksim Community Chamber, the integration with the Republic Sqaure and the recuperation the
existing vegetation with native species. Republic Square, also, has been reshaped through its historial traces animating its
memorial value, fulfilled with the approach of “open-use public carpet”, navigated to the Ataturk Cultural Palace's facade,
and integrated with the underground level of Taksim in a much more holistic manner with the lighter, wider and relocated

metro entrances.

O : :
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And moreover, underground level of
Taksim has been reunited with the
existing detached spaces in order to
acquire a safe and total space which
serves as a lively activity ground. Apart
from these, for the sake of creating a
clean and healthy urban environment,
traffic around the square has been
reduced through narrowing the Tak-1
Zafer Street and Mete Street which will

serve for only the mass transportation.

Activities & Encounters
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Temporary Markels
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(x O ———1 noun
Iﬂ code 1. a system of words, letters, figures, or symbols used to represent others, especially B L Rt Bl o it AR o e ilm et e
\ /kSUd / for the purposes of secrecy. how the associations that constitute every kind of expression medi-
=0 a phrase or concept used to represent another in an indirect way. sl Rl st
2Y a series of letters, numbers, or symbols assigned to sumething for the purposes of sequentially in certain directions leads to implicit or explicit stratifica-
| L : = . . . tion of different codes in the form of nodes for the space. The phe-
[ LA classtﬂcatlon or Ident Iﬁcatton. nomenon called “urban memory” can be grasped through these strat-
I-l-l c 0 d I n L 2. (computing) program instructions. ir:eu nodeeh - These nol;sl?; layers a«e_-e—exn?sed;'nd wenoodedad !
am o \J g 2 3. a systematic collection of laws or statutes. i e A ARSI SRS S B8 O
a set of conventions or moral principles governing behaviour in a particular sphere.
Sy verb
S P 1. convert (the words of a message) into a code so as to convey a secret meaning. .
O_ - ; express the meaning of (a statement) in an indirect way. %ﬁ%ﬂ%@gwﬁ Kel Lol |
assign a code to (something) for purposes of classification or identification. ENG AG %MENT ik | [T
) 2. write code for (a computer program). LY L1 Jl DING EMBRACING : E
— 3. (biochemistry) be the genetic determiner of (a characteristic). I I .lJﬁBAN %m%RAL AND AHTISTIC
spatial experiences are in a sense the construction of personal memaory. In the minds PN LY B i} HEBE
of the subject or subjects e:peli_encing the space, the traces left by that space are _DEMOCBACY b I—B.A_C ES CLOUD
R themosturanisodl | thsteofchasof evert | ' memwm&mr‘vmcs T

cultural and entertainment
hub of the city

linking spatial dynamics and
social movement in very

complex and innovative ways 1 1 = -- US_EL?‘EEBN'AT-I—ONALITY
uban focus \COLLECTIVE
A POLITICAL SYMEOL MULLF icl é bﬁm

significant for celebration and
paolitical demonstration

INCLUSNE

constant buzz of

oN “F‘?A‘éfT ! j

7 Spaces have a life besides containing a
I life. The place, which meets different The - g inthe
1 situations, events and users, gains dif- €vents and expenences in different social and
ferent meanings at the end of the pro- “‘e;“':"'!’ are not independent of SP;W- physical identity " __E-IEEEE_S_QE MgMOHY
cess and becomes layered. These and spaces are not remembered inde- Itis formed by the accumulation of differ- i
m? w;:mh define c:iﬂeni:l ;'hh:naes‘a| of :l:ﬁr:z:: ttl:: ;svmlfhzn:‘ ::.;:;.enc— a site of public ent layers of culture/ a dynamic process i GEZI PARK PROT! ES‘I_’S
& it 1} 1 SRACE; BorT T snbany political practice that changes for reasons such as physical, 1
memory of the space. Although this ulation, technological development, issvenmor i) |
memory points to an abstract exis- Urban spaces are the main integration ; " E;L and r;dminietratg':ve process, ete : TIMMIMIEN
tence, it often finds tangible responses elements of the city, where the users special tonotjust : 1 ]
PEOPLE & EVENTS in space. Traces left by time and life on using the space share their cultural Istanbul i = :
sp ; 2 y it identified with 1 i ISTANBI._IL POGROM
the space; It can also make the spatial heritage and experience urbanization Turke All these contacts add different el S|
memory visible by engraving on the as a result of their interaction with each 3 K national and ¥ layers to the space, and the h =/ Seplem ¥
surfaces of the space. other. R Gy ...-' MLHJILA\'ERED LANDSCAPE local identity traces of this contact are also i Republican Era :
hidden in these layers. - |
a place of meeting & e
? demonstration
CODING TAKSIM (x o i
3 f 35-. u\raeua p—
ECE SENGUL CODES big data --- knowledge
war ----- peace
| o=t . inequality ----- equality
=,
. : : e you ----- we
In this project; starting from § [FRRESUARE l blaming ==--~- taking action
the identity of the square and 1 / ! \‘ ‘p“r‘;g'l';?n;'" aﬁi‘?ﬂ;gﬂ .
; - i il
its surroundings, the historical eider 1180% ! restriction of media -----media freedom
fch 9 deollect] midclle age 56.00% o d“(’pOd] I gr. i divisions ===-- unity
process of change, and collective young 33.20% - ; % city squares as intersections that relieves vehivle traffic
memory, new coding styles were sharp boundaries | === ===~ > transparent boundaries . URBAN ICENTITY , ’ ' \ and carparks ----- ciéy squares as urban focus
: = v A : ~ consuming ----- producing
developed for these noteworthy mistocil; Ecoemi ok, Cufuml s Q traditional policies ----- innovative policies
concepts such as lack of contact, . zf;:’-:;&“ por 'l:'rz‘:b:]::"b"*
o Town squares are an important urban life focus that reveals the identity 3 S o Al
spacelessness, restriction, and and personality of our cities throughout history, ! lndwldi;lal -mem collectntrie
i i i Just as each person has their own characteristics, identity and personality, H seperate ---=-- connective
inequality to . updat§ the region. cities also have their own identity and personality. % 7, evaluating the (old) city according to used glass and metal
At the same time, with these new Like a loop, people and spaces affect each other and their identities e ratios --- evaluating the (smart) city according to comput-
codes created:itis aimed to make change/transform within the process. er, hardware and internet infrastructures )

it more fair, equal, free, dynamic
and attractive. In addition to the
planning of the physical space,
it is aimed to plan and develop
the square digitally. We are now
in the middle of a digital age, and
when today's situations such as
social distancing and pandemics

accumalation of social ife
in equal density

=
[

are considered, everything is = ‘_m = .——ﬂ ‘ oy
now becoming digital. e o
—1 ;—H—H—:-§-:-z—s—:—z—s—;-!—=—E—E—t—l—*—!—i—
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problem of losing the square’s identity.
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lines, trams, buses, metrobuses, fernes, and funiculars. Taksim square is at the epicenter of this network

linking the various modes of transportation. It is the central transportation hub hosting over a million

commuters a day.
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It has become a transition point where people do not enjoy spending time but escape from the crowd and lose each other.
Thanks to the planned digital layer, we can now go digitally to Taksim, which we cannot go to comfortably even if we want
to. At least our thoughts can go even if we cannot physically go. In short, as physical space; by creating an equal and free
environment, it is aimed to create an atmosphere where people can make their words heard or show, and remember history
and experiences. Digitally also it is aimed that people from Istanbul, Turkey, even people from all over the world can come
to the square, actually not physically but digitally, share their thoughts and interact with each other in this digital place of

freedom. The project was developed for a binding and unifying purpose in every aspect.
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It was aimed to create a space where various people from different places and backgrounds, regardless of geography,
religion, language, race, gender, age, gather at one point and establish bonds. Besides the digital connection, it was aimed
to strengthen the ecological and spatially fragmented patches by combining them. With these strengthening green areas,
spaces and functions, it was also aimed to increase and strengthen human connections over time. The connection of the
area with the surrounding regions has been strengthened and functions have been added to the connection points, making
it more attractive and useful. Green textures such as Gezi Park and Macka Park, which are close to each other, have been

combined and connected at the upper scale.
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Art's presence in the urban space is
dynamic and interactive that
communicates the complex forms of
globalization, cultural hybeidity, and
plurality in contempaorary daily

The new forms of agencies and
strategies of urban creativity in the

In the city and city lighta, we can'? see the.

wars when we look up 4o the sk, R D i ohts eereettt
Mu:-';hmunh {
1/500 PLAN e =
e o
It was aimed to bring more students and young people together by creating an education and cultural route between The walking process has been made more attractive for users by adding interactive digital panels compatible with digital
Taskisla, Ataturk Library and iTU Gimiissuyu campuses. At the same time, special colors are determined according to the devices on some of the main routes. In this way, walking people will be able to follow the news, then continue to watch them
potentials of the area and the purpose of the design. For example, purple mostly represents cultural activities, roads and on their phones, create their artworks/graffiti in digital forms and leave their traces on the digital layer of the area.

spaces, while pink represents social, interaction, communication and free thinking, yellow represents production in general,

and green acts as the binding element between them.
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At the same time, they will be able to take care of the plants they see as they pass by each day, water them and contact
with nature a little between these huge concrete masses. While the Gezi Park was being designed, add-ons that are also
connected to the digital were created, that is reminding the existence of various extinct things in the area. It is aimed that
people can re-experience the history of the place as they travel around the space, experience an atmosphere where the
past and present are connected, and thus revitalize the collective memory, or at least make it feel. To remind the past and
to revive the destroyed barracks, the ruins of the barracks were reconstructed symbolically as a frame and a cover. The area
where people used to spend time as Taksim Garden was redesigned with natural lines and the garden that used to be there
was brought back to the present day. The existing trees in the park were preserved and those of historical significance were

highlighted by light installations.
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The bostans and gardens, which were also considered in the Istanbul Master Plan prepared by Prost, were added to the park
as a community garden and a smell/butterfly garden. More edible and aromatic plants were preferred in the gardens and
it was aimed to make it more rememberable, attractive and dynamic for people by creating smell gardens for the memory
route. At the same time, attention was paid to the seasonal color changes of the plants. For different spaces, colors also vary
according to the functions of the spaces. Also, it is aimed to sell the products produced in the bostans in the cafe and sales
areas in the area. Additions have been made to develop graffitiand art in the city and in the field. New activities and functions
were proposed to replace the unpleasant, badly remembered events in the venue.
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It is aimed to transform and update
these unpleasant memories with new,
good memories. Many interactive
design elements have been added to
the area. In addition, a digital application
belonging to Taksim has been
developed for those who use the area
or just want to be a part of the space
digitally. Thanks to the application, a
free expression space has been created
where they can listen to podcasts about
Taksim, the latest news, past / present
and future, share photos / memories
from the area, communicate with many
people and discuss their ideas. The
spaces in the park are also designed
as forum, free thinking and discussion
areas, and urban furniture has been
added. Movable seating elements
and special gridal areas to be used
for different events such as concerts/
shows/celebrations were determined in
the square design. Foldable structures
make the square more flexible and
adaptable to events. The structures can
be removed at the end of the event,
turned back into a part of the pavement
and stored. It is aimed that these flexible
structures can be removed and used in
the whole area when necessary. The
memory museum in the area was also
planned as a storage, public assembly,
meeting, planning and consultation
area. To reduce the heat island effect,
vegetation was made, green areas were
increased and bioswale areas were
added.

The old plans, past and experiences of
the area in general have been examined
and inspired by them and their changes,
places, routes and functions have been
shaped. Thanks to the lighting designs,
the area has become dynamic and
alive in both day and night scenarios. It
is aimed to integrate the past, present
and future with the digital layer. Taksim,
which needs a new update, had to be
digitized and the ties that reconnected
the past and the future had to be
established and strengthened. In
line with these inferences, a new
design update was developed and

implemented.
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e
—_— 1110 section
Material Legend e p— o
2°800 cm {strip) | 29 m2
Symbol | Name Dimension Area 5061 m2 |
| Basan tile stone 40740 cm 576 m2 24T m2
| White granite tie stone | 2007200 cm 478 m2
& 4007400 cm 1054 m2 . .
5339 m2 Lighting Legend
20 cm thickness m2 =
e Symbol | Name | Dimension Quantly
ey | @& |Bollard 15 cm diameter 2
30 cm thickness | 147 mz2 Q| Solar floor fight | 40 cm diameter 32
437 m2 0% | Mocnlight 20-40-50 cm diameter | 42
7 om thickness | 87 m2 Led (strip) 5 cm thickness 7m2

SEATING ELEMENTS
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. . Evren o Plant Legend
d S, - Symbol ion| Name Height [Width | Trunk diameter | Trunk height |Unit | Quantity | Note
: © |cupse srpervers | 20m | 2m | 18-20em S ) T
P D |emu Citrus limon 6m | 23m| 2530cem 2m__ |[piece [ L .
- % |LAUNG  [Leurus noblia Tm | 5m [ 1294em im__ |[piece 8 |’."‘.'.‘..::’.‘:'y:..""
Mame Height [Width | Trunk diameter] Trunk height [Unit | Guantity | Note .
Malus domestica Am | 5m | 2025am s arOMatic plants
o " . Tilla tomentosa 25m | 12m | 50100 cm pi Loy
o Lagerstroemia indica | 6m | am | 10-12¢em 7 Rl e hOstan plants
Populus alba 20m| Tm 35-40 em ~f=ry
TILTO/6 Abizia jalbrissin G10m| 6m | 2025cm o butterfly/smell garden plants
IR Platanus orientalis 25m | Tm 3540 cm
= . o’
Name Feight [Widih_Junit [ Height _ [Unil_| Guantity
Farsythia xintermedia | 2m | 2.3m |piece Ceraslium tomentosum | 20-30cm| m2 | 82m2
Pelargonum graveolens | 041.5m]  1m | phece rica darleyensis. 20-25cm| m2 | 1153 mZ |
i giaE Syringa vulgars L. 3m | 2.3m | peece 5 O5EUS 10-15em| m2 | 256 m2
"P Asler amellus 0.2m] 1-2 m| plece G0-B0cm| m2 | 1316 m2
I Spartium junceum 15m| Zm |piece Rosa » damascena 100cm [ m2 | 266m2
| pLAORYS! Rosmarinus officnalis | 1m | 2m | piece G0om | m2 | &33m2
Thymus vulgaris 0.2m | 1-2m |piece Linum usitatissimum 15-60em | m2 | 380 m2
Rosa canina L. 15m | 2-3m |piece ASPLI Asperula littoralis 10-15em| m2 | 188 m2
Lavandula officnalis 1-2m | 1m |piece — OCIBA \Dcimum basilicum 0305m | m2 283 m2
Cucumis sativus 05m | 2m |plece e HYSOF i officinalis g0cm | m2 | 92m2
Z‘M 1,5-2.5m | 5080 em piece FERCO ileagr,- confusa BO-100 cm| m2 | 155 m2
—— Trahpr avode u,&amlmw«e s ORIMA___|Origanum maj 60cm | m2 | 178m2
i » Passiflora incarnata 03m| 2-4m]piece CHEAL __ [Chenopodium album S0-60cm| m2 | 235m2
- Verbena oficinalis  [153m| 3m | piece MELOE __ |Mekissa officinalis L 40-50cm| m2 | BAm2
7 ia aristata 15m| 2m | pca
b Petroselinum crispum_| 0.3-1 ] 10-30 en| piece Climbers
) [ Allamanda cathartica | 1m 2 m | plece Symbol [ Abbreviation| Name | Heignt | wiatn  [unit | Quantity |
I~ a00. Q0 ; Wissi [ Wisteria snensis | 20m | 20300m| m2 | 2azm2 |
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