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PROJECT AIM

The long existing fault lines of inequalities and in-
justice tear the fabric of democracy and make our 
cities even more vulnerable. This studio questions 
whether we can re-envision conditions required for 
socially just futures.

The studio seeks socially relevant, professionaly  va-
luable, visionary and experimental projects suppor-
ted by data and field work.

Design as protest: How 
can landscape architects stand for 
and build just futures?/ ÜSKÜDAR
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FOR 
JUSTCITY
/ ÜSKÜDAR

PROJECT AIM

This studio focuses on social dimension of sustaina-
bility without overlooking the environmental and 
economic dimensions. Withouth justice it is impos-
sible to have sustainability.Justice is a problem of 
distribution and also it is a problem of how we com-
municate with each other.

Thus the studio deals with both distributive justice 
( how to distribute things) and procedural justice ( 
how to do that, how to include the voice of vulne-
rable populations).
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  CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT  01
Students are able to have literature knowledge 
related to the keywords “justice, public space, de-
mocracy, social layers, inclusive design and ma-
nagement ”.  They get several perspectives from 
different diciplines about the topic. They use dif-
ferent visiulization techniques such as videos and 
postcards in the needs of their own diciplines.

It is aimed to analyze Üsküdar  site specifically as a 
justcity related to public space use, democracy, so-
cial layers and to be able to convey these analyzes 
and the thoughts formed in mind through a video. 
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Ecem Cengiz, Ece Benan Tüllüoğlu, İrem Özeltin

You can watch the video through the link above

Urban justice concerns the unequal distribution 
of income and wealth, uneven allocation of public 
goods and services, and unfair exercise of political 
rights and class, race, ethnicity, and gender in com-
munities and cities. It is the right to change oursel-
ves by changing the city. It is also a common right 
rather than an individual because this transforma-
tion inevitably depends on using collective power 
to reshape urbanization processes. For a city to be 
fair, it must promote a sense of belonging, access, 
connectivity, participation, equity, inclusion, res-
pect, engagement, community, sustainability. Our 
project examines how Üsküdar has changed from 
the past to the present and how people conceive 

Üsküdar today. 
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  CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT  01
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You can watch the video through the link above

Urban justice; is the flow between social conscious-
ness, the social unconscious, and the social sub-
conscious. Disruption of justice occurs when people 
leave the flow. Since justice is not a static phenome-
non, it is necessary to get out of the flow again to 
restore the proper flow towards the just. How is this 
possible? It is possible with heterotopias. Spaces 
that suspend, reflect, and perhaps reject daily life. 
Therefore, it is necessary to look at the boundaries 
to understand heterotopias. Borders to places; pla-
ces to society; society to justice is the flow. Justice is 

possible in this way.

İrem Güvenç
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  DESIGN DEVELOPMENT  02
With free scale analysis they become able to recogni-
ze Üsküdar as justcity differently in each project. It is 
transformed the concept development to the spatial 
character by using detailed analysis (1/1000 scale).

It is aimed to submit a 1/1000 scale work pac-
kage containing plans, sections, sketches, th-
ree-dimensional visuals, how it handles the 
Justcity concept in the project and how it is prog-
rammed through concept development. Here 
it has to be seen how the concept is getting 
spatial in the project by design development.

Ece Özetlerer
Pelin Kutsal

Yağmur Şafak
Fatih Tosun

İrem Güvenç
Abdullah Akçay
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ECE ÖZETLERER
(Landscape Design IV)

Examining The Urban Transformation 
In Üsküdar

 
This search of the ordinary and forgotten urban qu-
alities examines the unnoticed spaces of the every-
day environment.The environment between the 
usual nature of the ordinary and the act of searc-
hing implies our spatial presets that we place in the 
everyday environment, where as a society, we regu-
larly overlook our everyday urban fabric, but in the 
meantime we often exhibit the ability to ignore and 
so we neglect them mentally. And by this the spa-
ce can have an influence of how we perceive it and 
feel in it. The interconnected thresholds, edges, ro-
ads, nodes and spatially neglected landscapes that 
make up the urban fabric of our daily environment 
are existing as ordinary and forgotten spaces within 
the framework of daily lives in Üsküdar. We often 
travel through these corridors, providing a narrative 
to our own daily routine, but as every day we fail to 
set precedent for them and regularly overlook the-
ir qualities and mostly use the space as a transition 
point. We tend to get amnesia to the urban every-
day as the social and spatial transformation conti-
nues to grow, and it’s being forgotten. The purpose 
in focusing on the transformations of Üsküdar is to 
determine areas of potential transformation and to 
identify new structures and patterns within the ur-
ban fabric. This process is about the physical inter-
vention, and also about discovering unnoticed fea-
tures and appreciating them. In conclusion, in order 
to support these above mentioned reasons an app-
lication is designed to make sure these busy areas 
of Üsküdar are getting more interesting for people’s 
everyday lives. Also by this way this city square can 

be defined as many different. 
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RÜMEYSA MERVE ÖKSÜZ
(Landscape Design IV)

HILF
 

It is a term that means to behave regularly and in a 
balanced way, to give the rights of everything and  
everyone, to find the middle way away, to fairness 
and equality. “Just as truth is the first virtue of sys-
tems  of thought, justice is the first foundation of 
social institutions,” Rawls told his book. It begins 
with the  words (transferred from Rawls, Gözkan, 
2007: 14). It accepts justice as the basic virtue of so-
cial institutions  and tries to reveal the characteris-
tics that a just society and institutions should have 
with this idea. Verbal  lecture Justice in Islam me-
ans treating everyone equally before the law and 
not treating people differently due to  differences 
in culture, knowledge and position. In this sense, Is-
lam has taken its place as a constant  measure in the 
mutual affairs of every individual and every society, 
does not include desires and  enthusiasm, does 
not comply with love and hate, is not adjusted to 
kinship and affinity, does not  discriminate betwe-
en rich and poor, and has taken into account the 
strong and weak difference. brought  a sense of jus-
tice Rawls again links justice to collaboration. How 
will this cooperation be achieved? This can create 
chaos because the needs of every person and pla-
ce  are different. Here again, when we look at Rawls’ 
understanding of justice: According to him, justice 
starts  in the institution and individual principles 
are formed according to the institutional principles. 
In other words, if we adapt this to the city: Justice 
starts in the space and ends in the individual. So 
how  does space provide justice? So, if we proceed 
with the understanding of justice in Islam, we can 
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achieve  justice in Üsküdar. We must first look at 
how Islamic identity is formed here. We can say that 
the spaces in Üsküdar directly affect the formation 
of this social identity. According to Bourdieu; If spa-
tial and temporal experiences are the primary tools 
in coding and reproducing  social relations; then a 
change in the way these experiences are displayed 
will definitely create a change  in social relations. In 
the definitions of culture, it has been argued that 
culture creates behavioral patterns  that determine 
social relations and determines human life with its 
own norms. From this point of view, it  can be said 
that the relationship between human and space is 

deeply related to culture and cultural norms  and 
habits have a constructive, changing and determi-
ning effect on space. The changes in the space will 
enable us to move Üsküdar to a more accurate po-
int in terms of human  relations. In this case, when 
we look at the Mosques, which are an Islamic pla-
ce, they have many functions together.  In addition 
to being a badethane, a mosque includes features 
such as a hospital, education center, bazaar  and 
dining hall. While trying to spread this feature of 
mosques into Üsküdar, we found a reason to bring 

people from all  walks of life together in Üsküdar. 
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MEHMET TAYLAN TOSUN
(Landscape Design III)

ÜSKÜDAR AS A JUST CITY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FOR JUST CITY

Urban justice is that every diff er ent user has the op-
portunity to use the city safely. Justice starts when 
users can socialize easily, embrace the city by rea-
ding the urban identity and see a piece of themsel-
ves. For this, ecological, pedestrian-oriented design 
decisions should be made for a pedestrian-friendly 
and human-scale district. User participation also 
be considered through the design process. User 
necessitys shape the city. Spontenous motivations 
and drives that make people transform urban areas. 
Lack of connectivity bewteen dwelling, coast with 

traffic lines. 

LANDCSAPE ECOLOGY in ÜSKÜDAR
GREEN & BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

When talking about urban life, it should be checked 
whether the city has a healthy ecological infrastruc-
ture. The area divided into green between the conc-
rete construction in the city is directly proportional 
to the quality of the urban life there. There should 
be green socializing areas that everyone can easily 
reach in a living area. All green spaces in medians, 
parks and squares should be able to respond to an 
ecological system together. The rate of green space 
off ered to the user in Üsküdar is quite low and ina-

dequate compared to concrete. 

FLOOD RISK
Üsküdar is a coastal district in İstanbul. Üsküdar’s 
topographical features are very dynamic. Rainwater 
is concentrated on certain streets with a slope, and 
as a result of the insuff iciency of Üsküdar’s blue inf-

rastructure, floods occur.
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FORMATION OF PROPOSED SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL 
CORRIDOR

KEY CONCEPT

Proposed Socio-Ecological Corridor gives priority to 
pedestrians and provides a fair environment with 
an ecological way by connecting green spaces and 
creating a blue infrastructure. Every user of Üsküdar 
must have opportunity to socialize instead of bloc-
king vehicle traff ic and parking lanes. The corridor 
also is a spine to off er users circulation of experien-
ce of Üsküdar’s social points, markets, and spaces 
that sums the cultural and historical value of Üskü-
dar identity without vehicle interruptions. Regene-
ration of streets and infrastuctures heal the urban 
conditions of the new just city, Üsküdar. It is formed 
by social and ecological corridor. Social corridor de-
termined with landuse and active circulation dens-
tiy, ecological corridor determined with existing 

green spaces and waterflow analysis.

USERS OF ÜSKÜDAR
To create a just city, every user of the city must have 
an op-portunity to walk, pass, spend time ... etc.
in proposed design, now transit user can wait and 
spend their time in commercial or recreational are-
as in transpor tation zone, tourists can walk thoug  
the historical route and coastline, residents and pe-
ople work in Üsküdar can access socio-eco corridor 
and fishers have their own area at on deck at coast.

DESIGN STRATEGIES
in the Proposed Context of Socio-Ecological Cor-
ridor. For a pedestrian-oriented district, all kinds 
of obstacles to disrupt pedestrian circulation have 
been replaced with a more functional and human 
scale design due to the concept. icle road lines dec-
reased and minibus station removed because of its 
gaining active traff ic and parking. Green patches 
redesigned due to continious pedestrian circulati-
on. Random green pots and commercial businesses 
that blocks the historical identity of the coast and 
Şemsipa-şa Complex, were removed. Car parking is 
quite enough to remove parking lanes. Proposed 
pedestrian circulation creates historical routes tor 
every user of Üsküdar. Rather than being just a tran-
sit point, Üsküdar turns into a place to spend time 
emphasizing important historical textures. With the 
green areas used on the sidewalks, the pedestrian is 
separated from the view and noise of the road and 

concentrates on Üsküdar.
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  DISSEMINATION  03
They are able to design a democratic platform inc-
luding social media, app, public spot, ngos which 
disseminates their theoratical and spatial desi-
cions. The designed platform contributes to the 
justcity by using data analysis and visiualizations. 
plans, programs, stakeholders, process, phases.

It is aimed to be able to design a dissemination 
package that explains how the developed de-
sign will be disseminated to the public. This pa-
ckage can include an app, a public service spot, 
a non-governmental organization and the one 
what the project needsto reach more people.

ECEM CENGİZ
(Landscape Design IV)

Co-Hub
For communities to exist, they must have a place 
where they live. This physical environment also inc-
ludes the social environment. For this reason, we 
cannot think that society can only reach healthy 
conditions with the environment. With physical de-
sign alone, individuals, families, and communities 
cannot provide a sustainable lifestyle, but of cour-
se, it makes their lives easier. Social sustainability 
is challenging to achieve. The acceleration of urba-
nization and the large number of people living in 
big cities have led to the destruction of the sense of 
community and spatial attachment, and to alienati-
on and belonging in general, resulting in a decline 
in the quality of urban life.  Physical space gives the 
individual a sense of belonging through its natural 
or human-induced configuration, and with this fe-
eling, people create individual awareness of where 
they live (Enachea & Craciun, 2013). Making conne-
ctions between people and space is an important 
theme of high quality urban life. These places are 
people; They are places where people can relate, 
connect, feel belonging, identify with themselves 

and remember. 
Co-hub project includes many systems. Its emer-
gence argues that the fairness of a city is related to 
the people living in that city feeling belonging. For 
this reason, it offers places where people can feel 
the city as their own again. It incorporates social, 

green and gray infrastructure. One of the problems 
in Üsküdar was the lack of street trees and lighting. 
This caused insecurity. For this reason, a route was 
created that connects social areas and green areas. 
Shared streets have been created to ensure a com-
fortable transition (priority to pedestrians) betwe-
en the proposed areas. The bicycle path cut on the 
coastal road was extended and integrated into the 
city. Bus stops have been turned into shared stops. 
It can be used for both bicycles, scooters and buses. 
The concept of the proposed areas was determined 
according to the activities within the 2.5- minute 
walking perimeter. The Inhabitants application is 
designed to ensure fair use of Üsküdar and to incre-
ase interaction between habitants. It creates spaces 
where you can have fun while sharing, discover new 
places, develop your relationships and find solutions 
to the problems in the city. You can create events 
or participate in existing events! If something goes 
wrong, don’t forget to contact the curator. Report 
any problems you see in the neighborhood here 
Solve together or contact higher institutions. Life 
is Beautiful if you share it! Bring the products you 
want to share in the co-working space. Take what 
you need. There are many places you can explore in 
Üsküdar. If you can’t choose where to go, we’ll crea-

te a route for you.
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GİZEM YAĞMUR GÖLBAŞI
(Landscape Design IV)

SENSE OF SMELL
 

In order to make a just city, it is necessary to make 
deep studies on the concepts of justice and de-
mocracy. Our sense organs play a dominant role in 
perceiving the city. While helping us to define the 
physical environment, it also shapes our inner wor-
ld, emotionally and mentally. Unlike other senses, 
the sense of smell works against our will and cannot 
be managed. It is paired with our most basic vital 
function, breathing. For this reason, it is vital and 

continuous. 
The sense of smell is our most important guide to 
perceive the environment. The sense of smell has 
a great meaning not only for humans but also for 
other living things. Living things benefit from the 
sense of smell in subjects such as finding food, be-
ing aware of dangers, getting to know each other, 
choosing a partner, breeding, and finding habitats. 
Therefore, it is very valuable. It has a different wor-
king principle than other senses. All the data we 
receive with the sense of smell reaches the percep-
tion center without being filtered so that we can 
make quick decisions. For this reason, it provides a 
powerful database of memory. The fact that scent is 
a mechanism that ensures survival for all living thin-
gs brings the universal dimension of justice and the 
pluralistic approach of democracy to the agenda 
and enables us to use the understanding of justice 

for everyone in the space. 
The primary purpose of this study is to recognize 

Uskudar, determine its actors and deal with them 
through the concept of justice. Identifying the 
problems related to the fair city and generating sys-
temic solutions to them is also considered as the 
second phase of the study. In the third phase of the 
study, it is to produce a spatial design as a result of 
the detected problems. We first produced a video 
describing our ideas in these three objectives. We 
designed postcards for the fair Uskudar, who imme-
diately connected with the future. After strengthe-
ning the idea dimension of the project with these 
two productions, the 1000 plans containing system 
solutions and designs and the analysis section pro-
duced together with it started. Finally, we made 
the project turn into a living system by spreading 
it to the public. In the project called Sense of Smell, 
works such as web page, social media accounts, 
communication with relevant professionals were 

carried out in the public dissemination section. 
As a result, the achievement of justice within the city 
is possible with the joint efforts of all individuals in 
contact with the city. In order to distribute the bur-
den and benefit in the place in a fair way, individuals 
should feel a responsibility towards the society. Ur-
ban memory and the way it perceives the city are of 
critical importance for the society to adopt the city. 
Collective memory offers shared joys and common 
sorrows, connecting society together. Perceiving 
the city enables the society and the city to be analy-
zed correctly in environmental, social and economic 

contexts.
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  DETAILED DESIGN  03
They are able to design detailed the given specific area 
with hardscape-softscape desicions (1/500 scale).

It is aimed to take detailed hard- and softsca-
pe decisions with deeper programming of the 
project whose design has been developed, and 
to explain all these desicions with a 1/500 scale 
work package containing plans, sections, sket-
ches, three-dimensional visuals and  details. 

EYŞAN YAZICI
(Landscape Design III)

JUST-SQUARE
 

The concept of the Project was determined as “jus-
tice in cities”. To understand more aboutthe subject, 
we have done through researches, not only for the 
spatial concepts but also for the human aspect to 
justice since cities cannot be understand before un-
derstanding the human nature. After the researches 
and various city and justice examples, we focused 
on the “community” feeling on cities. The reason 
was that our examples and our readings showed 
us that whenever people do not feel belong, than 
that neighborhoods starts to fall apart .There were 
a lot of catalyzers for this in different examples, in 
Uskudar’s case justice and community were attac-
hed in ways of; increasing population created more 
buildings, more buildings caused lack of access 
to green or open spaces, lack of green and open 
spaces caused loss of connection between people 
since these public spaces are where people inte-
ract in a way. Also, for Uskudar’s case, once upon a 
time Uskudar was a place where people from very 
different backgrounds, religions or ethnicities lived 
together happily. After all of catalyzed polarizations 
and Uskudar became a borough where nobody felt 
belong or perceived as Uskudar belongs to some 
other group. After these analyses, we aimed to 
bring together somehow. We selected public open 
spaces since open spaces are places where people 
can express themselves. It was done in that way on 
purpose, because of a very interesting reading. The 

idea was people do not accept places that they feel 
they forced to use. So, we created a space but did 
not force anything on people. We let them use it in 
very different ways. It was supported by apps, whi-
ch was how people would be come together. There 
are selected areas; Marmaray metro exits area, the 
main square, which locals hate, and a square close 
to fisherman’s bazaar.  Meaning that people who are 
in that square will be able to use these tools as they 
want and use the space in a more personal way. It 
does not feel forces, but there is still a thing that 
makes the square unique. The selected tools are; 
create, recreation, support and engage, all of them 
serves the creating a community feeling. Creating 
for to create an urban memory and let the people 
increase their participation in the area; recreation 
to use the shoreline better and healthier; support 
to support local businesses and people, engage to 
people to connect in those spaces through seating 
areas, concerts or so. These are all serves to a big-
ger purpose; you as people should come together. 
If you do so, you will gain many things; increased 
economic benefit, better neighborhoods, increased 
life quality, access to spaces more equally. Also, the 
designed tools mean to increase a broad spectrum 
of people. So we believe Uskudar should not disc-
riminate against; religion, ethnicity, gender, age, 
group or anything else. Uskudar belongs to everyo-
ne. We equalize this inequalities with squares and 
tools. This design, unities people with people, by 

just squares.
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 + GUEST SPEAKERS
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